
This native lizard is named for the 
six light colored lines that extend 

from the eyes down the sides of its 
body.  The racerunner portion of 
their name comes from their ability 
to out run humans trying to catch 
them. 

Do not expect to see these lizards around residential and other•
developed areas; those are more likely the ubiquitous and non-native
Cuban anole.

Here at Amberjack six-lined racerunners•
can be found in open, sandy habitats that are in
natural conditions.

The six-lined racerunner is diurnal, meaning they are•
most active during the day, hunting for their diet of primarily
insects.

Six-lined Racerunner 
Po

in
t 

of
 I

n
te

re
st Six-lined 

Racerunner



Pine Warblers 
Po

in
t 

of
 I

n
te

re
st

The Pine Warbler is a year-round resident here in 
Florida.  It is deserving of its name since throughout its 
range, other than during migration, it is rarely found in deciduous 
forests, preferring pine habitats.  

The Pine Warbler is a small songbird about 5 inches in length with a•
yellow throat and breast.

It is very common to see Pine Warblers in pine flatwoods habitats•
flying from pine to pine in search of insects and seeds.  In fact,
they are the only warbler to eat large quantities of seeds, and so
are more frequently drawn to bird feeders than are other warbler
species.

In the winter the resident Pine Warblers are joined by their•
migratory counterparts from the north, and together they can be seen
flying in flocks of 50-100 birds.

breeding adult 
Pine Warbler

non-breeding 
adult Pine 
Warbler



Scrub habitat is often found in areas that 
were historically sand dunes, creating very dry 
conditions in this plant community. Due to the rarity 
of scrub habitat it is considered imperiled both globally 
and within the state.  Rosemary scrub is an even rarer type 
of scrub habitat, typically occurring in extremely well drained 
areas where the Florida rosemary shrub dominates.  

The Florida rosemary is unrelated to the rosemary herb popular for•
cooking.  In fact the Florida rosemary uses its scent to deter animals
from eating its leaves.

Florida rosemary is allelopathic, which means the plant gives off a•
chemical in the ground that prevents other herbs from growing around
it; their way of competing for space.  You will notice, because of this
trait, the ground is very sparsely vegetated in the scrub habitat.

Ground lichens, a mix of two very different organisms: a fungus and•
an algae, usually make up the majority of the ground cover in scrub
habitats.

The reindeer•
lichen present
in this plant
community can
grow into dense
mats on the
ground, but they
are very delicate
and can be easily
damaged, even by
foot traffic.

Though lichens•
are long lived (over 100 years), they are slow growing, taking them 50
years or more to recover from damage.
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Ceratiola ericoides - Florida Rosemary Lichens 
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Florida Scrub-Jay

Quercus geminata - 
Sand Live Oak

The sand live oak is a close relative •	
of the much larger and better known 
Virginia live oak.  

The threatened Florida Scrub-jay will•
nest in the thickets formed by the sand
live oaks that are between 3 and 10
feet tall.  During the winter and early
spring their diet mainly consists of the
acorns from this and other scrub oak
species, which they cache during the
fall.

Sand live oaks do not readily burn•
during fires, when they are burned
they grow back from the roots, making
them highly resistant to natural and
prescribed fire events.

The sand live oak is common 
in scrub habitat, preferring 
the deep sandy soils found 
here. 


