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The Florida bobcat can be found all over the state, from The Florida bobcat can be found all over the state, from 
swamps and forests to suburban backyards. The Florida swamps and forests to suburban backyards. The Florida 
wild bobcat is about twice the size of a domestic cat wild bobcat is about twice the size of a domestic cat 
and has long legs, large paws, and a short tail. They and has long legs, large paws, and a short tail. They 
normally breed from August to March, when food is most normally breed from August to March, when food is most 
plentiful, with a peak in February and March.plentiful, with a peak in February and March.

A bobcat kitten weighs 9.75 to 12 ounces A bobcat kitten weighs 9.75 to 12 ounces 
at birth, opens its eyes after about six at birth, opens its eyes after about six 
days, and is weaned between three to four days, and is weaned between three to four 
months of age. When the young bobcats months of age. When the young bobcats 
are about five months old, their mother are about five months old, their mother 
will teach them how to hunt for food. will teach them how to hunt for food. 
When they reach eight to 11 months old, When they reach eight to 11 months old, 
they will be completely abandoned by their they will be completely abandoned by their 
mother and left to fend for themselves.mother and left to fend for themselves.

Bobcats are efficient huntersBobcats are efficient hunters



Florida WildFlorida Wild
TurkeysTurkeys

 P
oi
n
t 

of
 I

n
te

re
st

AcornsAcorns

The Florida wild turkey is best distinguished The Florida wild turkey is best distinguished 
from the eastern subspecies, which it closely from the eastern subspecies, which it closely 
resembles, by the white barring on its wing feathers. resembles, by the white barring on its wing feathers. 
Florida wild turkeys’ wings tend to have an overall Florida wild turkeys’ wings tend to have an overall 
darker appearance compared to eastern wild turkeys. They darker appearance compared to eastern wild turkeys. They 
are powerful fliers, especially for short distances, and are powerful fliers, especially for short distances, and 
can run at speeds of up to 55 mph! But to conserve can run at speeds of up to 55 mph! But to conserve 
energy, wild turkeys primarily walk.energy, wild turkeys primarily walk.

They spend most of their time on the ground, They spend most of their time on the ground, 
where they search for acorns, seeds, fruits, where they search for acorns, seeds, fruits, 

insects, leaves, and small vertebrates. insects, leaves, and small vertebrates. 
They are extremely wary and will They are extremely wary and will 
run away or fly to a tree to escape run away or fly to a tree to escape 
danger. For safety from ground danger. For safety from ground 
predators, wild turkeys roost at predators, wild turkeys roost at 
night in trees within thicker night in trees within thicker 
forest stands.forest stands.
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JuvenileJuvenile

The barred owl is a resident species of Florida, The barred owl is a resident species of Florida, 
meaning they do not migrate. They are considered very meaning they do not migrate. They are considered very 
territorial year-round and even more so during nesting territorial year-round and even more so during nesting 
season. They are thought to mate for life and season. They are thought to mate for life and 
usually raise one brood of up to five young usually raise one brood of up to five young 
per year. These owls tend to favor dense per year. These owls tend to favor dense 
forests with large trees for nesting.forests with large trees for nesting.

Typically, Barred Owls are found in mature forest Typically, Barred Owls are found in mature forest 
with a relatively open understory. An open understory with a relatively open understory. An open understory 
in the forest is necessary so that they can perch on in the forest is necessary so that they can perch on 
branches and be able to see, as well as fly, to catch branches and be able to see, as well as fly, to catch 
their prey. From a distance, observers will notice the their prey. From a distance, observers will notice the 
large size of the barred owl, the brownish coloration, large size of the barred owl, the brownish coloration, 
and the absence of ear tufts. Additionally, barred owls and the absence of ear tufts. Additionally, barred owls 
have large dark eyes.have large dark eyes.
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a woody shrub found in pinelands and hammocks a woody shrub found in pinelands and hammocks 
throughout Florida. The plant’s foliage offers cover throughout Florida. The plant’s foliage offers cover 
for small wildlife. Its flowers are a nectar source for for small wildlife. Its flowers are a nectar source for 
butterflies and bees, while its dense clusters of berries provide butterflies and bees, while its dense clusters of berries provide 
food for birds and deer in late summer and fall.food for birds and deer in late summer and fall.

Despite being non-toxic, animals like birds will only eat the berries Despite being non-toxic, animals like birds will only eat the berries 
and seeds when no other food sources are available, due to their bitter and seeds when no other food sources are available, due to their bitter 
taste. For that same reason, humans don’t eat them fresh or raw, taste. For that same reason, humans don’t eat them fresh or raw, 
though some people make beautyberry jelly, tea, and wine using them.though some people make beautyberry jelly, tea, and wine using them.


