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Point oF INTEREST |

THE FLORIDA PANTHER Is A
SUBSPECIES OF PuMA cONCOLOR
(ALsO KNOWN As MOUNTAIN

LION; COUG-AR, OR PUMA) AND
REPRESENTS THE ONLY KNOWN
BREEDING POPULATION OF PUMA

IN THE EASTERN UNITED STATEs.
THE FLORIDA PANTHER HAsS BEEN
LISTED As AN ENDANGERED
SUBSPECIES SINCE |967. PANTHERS
REQUIRE LARGE, CONTIGUVOUS AREAS
OF SUITABLE HABITAT TO MEET
THEIR SOCIAL, REPRODUCTIVE, AND
ENERGETIC NEEDs.

THEIR HABITAT SELECTION |s RELATED TO PREY
AVAILABILITY, WHICH MEANS THEY SELECT HABITATS
THAT MAKE PREY VULNERABLE TO STALKING AND
CAPTVRING-. THEY ARE RECLUSIVE AND RARELY SEEN
BY PEOPLE. THE MOST RECENT SIGHTING OF THE
FLORIDA PANTHER AT PRAIRIE CREEK PRESERVE wAs
FEBRVARY 28, 202].
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Point oF INTEREST |

THE FLORIDA SCRUB-TAY IS THE STATE s ONLY
ENDEMIC BIRD, wHICH MEANS THEY ARE FOUND
NOWHERE ELSE. THE SPECIES |s FEDERALLY
LISTED As THREATENED, IN LARGE PART DUE
TO LOSS OF HABITAT AND DECADEs OF FIRE
SUPPRESSION THAT ALLOWED SCRUB HABITAT TO
BECOME OVERGROWN. As THE STATE's HUMAN
POPULATION HAS GROWN, DEVELOPMENT HAS
INCREASED, AND THE sSCRUB-TAYs’ cHoICE
HABITAT HAsS BECOME MORE LIMITED.

CHARLoTTE County NATURAL RESOURCES
STAFF HAS IMPLEMENTED EFFORTS IN ORDER
TO PROTECT THE FLORIDA SCRUB~TAY IN
NUMEROUS WAYS; SUCH As DEVELOPING THE
CHARLOTTE CounTy ScRuB—TJAy HABITAT
Conservation PLAn (HCP), AcquiRinG
CONSERVATION LANDS, MANAGING NATURAL
HABITATS, AND MONITORING THEIR CURRENT
STATUS AND POPULATIONS.

SCRUB-TAYS ARE NON—-MIG-RATORY
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FPOINT OF A NTEREST (

THE PINE LILY Is A BEAUTIFUL
LILY FOUND IN MOST WET PINE
wooDs, AND PRAIRIE CREEK |Is
NO EXCEPTION ToO THAT. THEY
ARE CURRENTLY LISTED As
THREATENED AND PROTECTED
UNDER LAw IN FLORIDA. THE
PINE LILYS FLOWER Is THE
LARGEST oF ANY NORTH
AMERICAN LiLy.

PINE LILIES THRIVE IN CONDITIONS INHOSPITABLE TO OTHER LILIES

IN FLORIDA, THERE CAN BE SPORADIC SPRING
AND FALL FLOWERING. THEY ARE PRIMARILY
POLLINATED BY THE ENDEMIC SWALLOWTAIL
BUTTERFLY.
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TRy

THE NETTED PAWPAw, ALSO KNOWN
As COMMON PAWPAw, IS ONE OF FOUR
SPECIEsS OF PAWPAw FOUND IN SouTH
FLORIDA, AND THE MOST COMMON. THEY
ARE FOUND IN FLATWOODS, PINELANDS,
o0LD PASTVREsS AND SCRUBs THRoveHouT
FLORIDA, AND PARTs OF G EORGIA NEAR
THE FLORIDA LINE.

THEIR BLOOMING SEASON RUNS FROM MID-
wWINTER (FEBRVARY IN SouTH FLORIDA) TO
MID-5PRING (APRIL INTO PERMHAPS VERY
EARLY MAy). THEY PRODUCE A PLum—
SHAPED G-REENISH-YELLOw BERRY
THAT PROVIDEsS A SIGNIFICANT SOURCE
OF FOOD FOR wILDLIFE, sucH As
GOPHER TORTOISES.

G oPHER TORTOISE




