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The Florida panther is a The Florida panther is a 
subspecies of Puma concolor subspecies of Puma concolor 
(also known as mountain (also known as mountain 
lion, cougar, or puma) and lion, cougar, or puma) and 
represents the only known represents the only known 
breeding population of puma breeding population of puma 
in the eastern United States. in the eastern United States. 
The Florida panther has been The Florida panther has been 
listed as an endangered listed as an endangered 
subspecies since 1967. Panthers subspecies since 1967. Panthers 
require large, contiguous areas require large, contiguous areas 
of suitable habitat to meet of suitable habitat to meet 
their social, reproductive, and their social, reproductive, and 
energetic needs.energetic needs.

Their habitat selection is related to prey Their habitat selection is related to prey 
availability, which means they select habitats availability, which means they select habitats 
that make prey vulnerable to stalking and that make prey vulnerable to stalking and 
capturing. They are reclusive and rarely seen capturing. They are reclusive and rarely seen 
by people. The most recent sighting of the by people. The most recent sighting of the 
Florida panther at Prairie Creek Preserve was Florida panther at Prairie Creek Preserve was 
February 28, 2021.February 28, 2021.
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Scrub-jays are non-migratoryScrub-jays are non-migratory

The Florida scrub-jay is the state’s only The Florida scrub-jay is the state’s only 
endemic bird, which means they are found endemic bird, which means they are found 
nowhere else. The species is federally nowhere else. The species is federally 
listed as threatened, in large part due listed as threatened, in large part due 
to loss of habitat and decades of fire to loss of habitat and decades of fire 
suppression that allowed scrub habitat to suppression that allowed scrub habitat to 
become overgrown. As the state’s human become overgrown. As the state’s human 
population has grown, development has population has grown, development has 
increased, and the scrub-jays’ choice increased, and the scrub-jays’ choice 
habitat has become more limited.habitat has become more limited.

Charlotte County Natural Resources Charlotte County Natural Resources 
staff has implemented efforts in order staff has implemented efforts in order 
to protect the Florida scrub-jay in to protect the Florida scrub-jay in 
numerous ways; such as developing the numerous ways; such as developing the 
Charlotte County Scrub-Jay Habitat Charlotte County Scrub-Jay Habitat 
Conservation Plan (HCP), acquiring Conservation Plan (HCP), acquiring 
conservation lands, managing natural conservation lands, managing natural 
habitats, and monitoring their current habitats, and monitoring their current 
status and populations.status and populations.



The Pine lily is a beautiful The Pine lily is a beautiful 
lily found in most wet pine lily found in most wet pine 
woods, and Prairie Creek is woods, and Prairie Creek is 
no exception to that. They no exception to that. They 
are currently listed as are currently listed as 
threatened and protected threatened and protected 
under law in Florida. The under law in Florida. The 
pine lily’s flower is the pine lily’s flower is the 
largest of any North largest of any North 
American lily.American lily.

In Florida, there can be sporadic spring In Florida, there can be sporadic spring 
and fall flowering. They are primarily and fall flowering. They are primarily 
pollinated by the endemic swallowtail pollinated by the endemic swallowtail 
butterfly.butterfly.
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Pine lilies thrive in conditions inhospitable to other liliesPine lilies thrive in conditions inhospitable to other lilies
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Gopher TortoiseGopher Tortoise

The netted pawpaw, also known The netted pawpaw, also known 
as common pawpaw, is one of four as common pawpaw, is one of four 
species of pawpaw found in South species of pawpaw found in South 
Florida, and the most common. They Florida, and the most common. They 
are found in flatwoods, pinelands, are found in flatwoods, pinelands, 
old pastures and scrubs throughout old pastures and scrubs throughout 
Florida, and parts of Georgia near Florida, and parts of Georgia near 
the Florida line.the Florida line.

Their blooming season runs from mid-Their blooming season runs from mid-
winter (February in South Florida) to winter (February in South Florida) to 

mid-spring (April into perhaps very mid-spring (April into perhaps very 
early May). They produce a plum-early May). They produce a plum-
shaped greenish-yellow berry shaped greenish-yellow berry 
that provides a significant source that provides a significant source 

of food for wildlife, such as of food for wildlife, such as 
gopher tortoises.gopher tortoises.


