
Most natural creeks near the coast 
in south Florida are lined by mangroves, a 

specially adapted tree that can survive in both salt 
and fresh water.  

Red mangroves typically border the shoreline extending 
their prop roots out into the water.  Single mangroves 
that take root in shallow 
open water can eventually 
form their own islands by 
trapping and stabilizing 
sediments.  Inside a 
mangrove forest habitat you 
may often see a variety of 
animals including:

Fish species such as: •	
Snappers, sheepshead, 
and mullet that  are 
often found hiding in 
the mangrove roots 
where they are safe 
from other larger predators, and where water temperatures are 

cooler in the heat of summer.  Redfish and snook also call this 
habitat home as they feed on the abundance of smaller fish;

•  During low tide you are also likely to see wading birds 
foraging in the shallow water and exposed flats.  

White Ibis, with their unique long, curved beaks 
probe the flats for small critters that live in 
the sand and mud; and  

•	 Several types of herons can also be seen 
feeding in the creeks.  The Great Blue 
Heron is the largest of the herons found 
in Florida.  The Great Blue and the 
Yellow-Crowned Night-Heron are much 
more common sightings than is the 
more elusive Green Heron.
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New mangrove sprouts 



Slash pines are the dominant tree 
species in the most common habitat 
in Florida, the pine flatwoods.  

They can live up to 200 years. •	

They provide cover and food for •	
many animals such as:  

Birds and small mammals 1.	
which eat the seeds; 

deer which eat the seedlings; 2.	
and 

Protected species such as the 3.	
Bald Eagle and Red-Cockaded 
Woodpecker that make their 
nests on and within the 
trees.  

Before you is one of the oldest 
slash pines in Oyster Creek 
Regional Park.  Imagine how many 
animals it has been home to or has 
fed throughout its years. 

Slash Pine
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Pinus elliottii - 
Florida Slash Pine  

Florida Slash Pine bark with a native 
Bromeliad 



South Florida’s winter weather is enticing to 
“snowbirds” but let’s not forget where the term 
came from.  Many species of birds, particularly 
songbirds, find refuge here in the winter.  

Some interesting facts about wintering 
songbirds:

Due to abundant food in this warm climate •	
these birds do not defend a territory;

For this reason you will often find them •	
foraging in mixed-species flocks as well;

They prefer this shrubby edge habitat due to •	
the diversity of food offered including a 
variety of berries, seeds and insects. 

Birdwatchers seek out areas like this since 
they can observe several species of 
birds in one spot.

Migratory Songbirds
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Palm Warbler

Prairie Warbler

Gray Catbird

Yellow-Rumped 
Warbler

Can you spot these 
songbirds? 



Ospreys are 
often spotted soaring 
over head or perched 
near the creek in a tall 
tree waiting for the next 
opportunity to catch a meal.  
Some key points about Ospreys to 
consider are:  

•  Fish is the primary component 
of an Osprey‘s diet, so they 

depend on their good 
fishing skills to 
survive.  Amazingly, 
this bird can 
spot prey from 
as high up as 120 feet and dive 
straight down to make its catch.  

•  The Osprey is often misidentified as a Bald 
Eagle.  With a wingspan of 5-6 feet the 

Osprey will be noticeably smaller than 
a mature eagle which can have a 

wingspan as wide as 7 ½ feet.  

•  If a Bald Eagle is around it 
is not uncommon to see them 

bullying Osprey for their 
fresh catch.

Osprey
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an Osprey in 
flight

Osprey with a 
fresh meal




