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The American alligator, one of only two species of alligators 
world-wide, makes its home in the wetlands and waterways of the 
Southeastern United States.  In the late 1960’s this formidable 
reptile was placed on the Endangered Species list as a result of 
overhunting and drastically declining numbers.  Since that time the 
population has bounced back, and alligators were removed from the 
Endangered Species list.  A sustainable alligator hunting program 
was established in Florida in the late 1980’s; a limited number of 
permits are issued to applicants based on a scientifically determined 
quota.

As a top predator, with one of the strongest bites of any animal, 
adult alligators are known for their ability to hunt animals in or 
near the water.  Respecting alligators, and their natural instincts, is 
the best way to protect you and the alligators from harm.

Never feed a wild alligator; feeding an alligator teaches them to •	
associate people with food.

Keep pets on a leash when near wetlands,•
including ponds and lakes.

Do not disturb an alligator nest•
or young alligators as the mama
gator is very protective.

(Left) Alligator nest (Right) young Alligator



Eastern Screech Owls
-Bird Boxes
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throughout Charlotte Flatwoods Preserve.  They 
were designed for cavity nesting birds such as Great 
Crested Flycatchers, Eastern Bluebirds, the Southern 
Flying Squirrel and the Eastern Screech Owl, which is a 
small owl that readily nests in these man-made homes.  The 
owls’s natural nesting sites are tree 
cavities generally 6 to 20 feet high, 
but these boxes can make a great 
substitute when competing with other 
cavity nesters for natural cavities. 

Some interesting facts about the 
Eastern Screech Owl:

They are nocturnal, and hunt•
primarily during the first four 
hours after darkness.

Their diet is diverse, and can•
include rodents, small birds,
insects, snakes, and even fish.

They are often monogamous, with the•
female staying with the young and
the male providing the food.

In Florida, most Screech Owls are•
brown in plumage, but the red and grey
phases are also not uncommon; all three
color phases can occur in the same nest.

Adult male 
Eastern 
Screech 
Owl

Owls frequently 
inhabit man-made 
structures
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and playful demeanor, are an interesting sight.  These 
cat-sized mammals have beautiful brown fur, and webbed 
feet.  The webbing on their feet helps to make them quick 
swimmers capable of catching fish, their primary food source. 
Otters are known to “play with their food” while 
practicing their fishing skills by playing a game of 
catch and release with their prey.  They feed 
most often on slow-moving fish, such as 
suckers and catfish.  Interestingly, their 
dens, located along the shoreline, typically 
have a land and water entrance.  

The best place here at 
Charlotte Flatwoods 
Environmental Park to catch a 
glimpse of an otter, and maybe 
even a family group, is at the 
large marsh located at the main 
trailhead.

A river otter resting on a rock
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to see in Florida, the Sandhill Crane with its 
red-crown of feathers is a magnificent site.  The 
marshes at Charlotte Flatwoods provide an ideal site 
for Sandhill Cranes to forage and nest.  The park has 
been home to at least one pair of Sandhill Cranes each year. 
These birds are known to mate for life and the male and female 
are both active in raising the young, called colts, of which there is 
typically only one at a time.  

Sandhill Cranes have an •	
elaborate courtship display 
which includes dances with head 
bobbing, bowing and 
leaping, grass tossing, 
and running with 
wings extended.  A 
mated pair will usually 
duet at the nest at 
dawn and dusk.

Sandhill Cranes have a fossil•
record dating back 2.5 million
years; this is over ½ a million
years older than most bird
fossils.

The subspecies known as the•
Florida Sandhill Crane, with
only around 5,000 individuals
remaining, is protected under
the State of Florida and
Federal law.

Baby Sandhill Cranes 
are reffered to as 
colts


