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BALD EAcLES ARE WELL—KNOWN ToO
AMERICANS As THE NATIONAL EMBLEM oF THE UNITED
STATEsS. HOwWEVER, THIS MATESTIC BIRD OF PREY wAs
ONCE THREATENED wiITH EXTINCTION IN THE LOWER 438
STATES, LARGELY DUE TO POISONING FROM THE PEsSTICIDE DDT.
ProTECTION UNDER THE ENDANGERED SPECIEs AcT, ALONG wiTH
REINTRODUCTION AND MANAGEMENT PROG-RAMS, AND THE BANNING oF DDT,
LED To THE RESTORATION OF BALD EAcLE PoPuLATIONS; BALD EAcLES HAVE Now
BEEN REMOVED FRom THE ENDANG-ERED SPEcCIEs LIST, BUT ARE STILL PROTECTED
UNDER THE Mie-RATORY BIRD AcT.

Even THovueH BaLD EAcLEs RANGE THRoucHouT NORTH AMERICA, OUR RESIDENT
BIRDs IN FLORIDA ARE SMALLER THAN THOSE NESTING IN NORTHERN AREAs LIKE
ALASKA AND CANADA. THIS IS ENTIRELY DUE TO CLIMATE; NORTHERN BIRDS CAN
USE THE LARGER BODY MASS TO STAY WARM IN THE HARSH CLIMATE, wHILE THE

. SOUTHERN BIRDS CAN STAY COOLER BY HAVING LEsSS BODY MASS TO COOL.

HERE AT CEDAR PoInNT EMVIRONMENTAL PARK, BALD EAGLES HAVE THE OPTIMAL
HABITAT FOR NESTING AND SUCCESSFULLY FLEDGING YOUNG:

* TALL, LARGE—CROWNED SLASH PINE TREES OFFER STABILITY FOR THEIR HEAvY
NESTsS, AND PROVIDE EASY ACCEsSsS FOR FLIGHT To AND FROM THE NESTS;

«  THE ADTACENT wATERs oF LEMON BAy PROVIDE PLENTY OF FlIsH To EAT, IF
THERE ISN ‘T AN OSPREY AROUND wiTH A FREsSH CATCH TO STEAL.

. BarD EAcLES ARE KNOWN TO HARAss OSPREY UNTIL THEY DROP THEIR CATCH; THE
. GRACEFUL EAGLE wilL THEN SwoOP DowN To TAKE ITs PRIZE.

BAaLD EacLE chicks
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PoOINT OF LNTERES

FIDDLER CRABsS ARE NAMED FOR THE LARGE,
FIDDLE-SHAPED cLAw OF THE MALE CRAB. THEY ARE A
SMALL CRAB, RARELY LARG-ER THAN TwoO INCHES ACROSS.
FIDDLER CRABS ARE FOUND ALONG SALTWATER BEACHES AND
BRACKISH INTER-TIDAL MUD FLATS, LAGOONS AND sSwAMPs.

LIKE ALL CRABS, FIDDLER CRABS SHED THEIR sHELLS (MOLT) As THEY

. GET BIGGER, THEN

DEVELOP A NEwW
LARGER SHELL TO
&Row INTO. IF
THE LARGE FIDDLE
CLAW IS LOST

TO A PREDATOR

OR DURING A
STRUGGLE, MALES
willLL DEVELOP THE
LARGE CLAwW ON
THE OPPOSITE sSIDE
AFTER THEIR NEXT
MOLT.

WHAT ARE SOME
OF THE IMPORTANT
ROLEs FIDDLER

. CRABsS PLAY? ADuLT FIDDLER CRABS SEARCHING- FOR FoOD

* FIDDLER CRABsS ARE EATEN BY MANY LARGER PREDATORS, SUCH As THE
BLUE CRAB, EGRETS, HERONS, AND OTHER MARSH BIRDs sucH As RAILs AND
RACCOONS.

THROUGH THEIR AVID BURROWING AND FEEDING ACTIVITY FIDDLERS HELP AERATE
THE S0OIL AND STIMULATE THE TURNOVER OF IMPORTANT NUTRIENTS.

FIDDLER CRABS ARE A 00D ENVIRONMENTAL INDICATOR DVE TO THEIR
SENSITIVITY TO ENVIRONMENTAL CONTAMINATES ESPECIALLY INSECTICIDES;
THEIR DISAPPEARANCE CAN WARN OF DEGRADED ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY.

LooK FOR THESE LITTLE CRITTERS ALONG THE MUD FLATsS
WHEN EXPOSED AT Low TIDE. THEY ARE USUALLY SEEN
RUNNING AwAY AND BACK INTO THEIR HOLES, wHILE

THE MALES DISPLAY THEIR LARGE CLAWS IN

WARNING-.
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oak SCrot" S AMMOCK
ERs 1 CrN s ONCE

ANOTHER NAME FOR OAK SCRUB

. HAMMOCK Is XERIC, MEANING VERY DRY,

HAMMOCK. THIS IS A PLANT COMMUNITY IN AN ADVANCED
SUCCESSIONAL STAGE WHERE FIRE HAsS BEEN ABSENT FOR
MANY YEARS. LN FACT, 0AK scRuB HAMMOCKs ONLY DEVELOP
IN AREAS THAT HAVE BEEN PROTECTED FROM FIRE FOR 30 OR MORE
YEARS. THE MAIN REASON FOR THE LACK OF FIRE |s THE SCARCIHTY OF S
- HERBACEOUs (NON-wOODY) PLANTS, AND THE RELATIVELY FIRE RESISTANT OAK
LITTER. WHEN FIRE DOES OCCUR, IT IS NEARLY ALwAYS CATASTROPHIC AND MAY
CAUSE THE OAK SCRUB HAMMOCK TO TRANSITION INTO ANOTHER COMMUNITY TYPE.

EASTERN TOWHEES, A WHITE, BROWN. AND BLACK SONGBIRD, ARE COMMONLY
FOUND IN OAK SCRUB HAMMOCKS. THEY ARE LIKELY ATTRACTED To THE DENSE
SHRUBBERY IN wHICH THEY NEST, As WELL As TO THE DRY LEAF LITTER WHERE
THEY ARE OFTEN HEARD NOIsSILY SCRATCHING THEIR wAY AROUND IN SEARCH OF A
" MEAL. THEIR DIET CONSISTS OF:

LEFT: MALE EASTERN TOwWHEE
GROUND DwWELLING BEETLES, RIGHT: FEMALE EASTERN TowHEE

GRUBS,

ANTS,

EARTHWORMS, AND

A VARIETY OF SEEDs AND BERRIES.

LoOK FOR THIs BEAUTIFUL BIRD DURING YOUR VisiTs To CEDAR PoInT

. ENVIRONMENTAL PARK, AND SINCE THEY ARE A YEAR- .
ROUND RESIDENT OF FLORIDA YOU CAN EXPECT TO SEE
THEM ANYTIME OF YEAR. As IN MANY SPECIEs OF
SONGBIRDs, THE FEMALE |Is DULLER THAN THE

. MALE; SHE |s BROWN ON THE HEAD AND

. BACK WHERE THE MALE |s BLACK.
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SEAGRAss BEDsS, OR FLATS As THEY ARE
. COMMONLY CALLED, ARE FOUND IN LOW—ENERGY,

. COASTAL WATERS THAT REMAIN SUBMERG-ED DURING ALL
BUT THE LOWEST OF WINTER TIDEs. THESE BEDs HARBOR

. NUMEROUS SPECIES OF JWENILE FISH, SNAILS, CRABS AND
BWVALVEsS. THE DIVERSITY OF ORGANISMS IN THE SEAGRASsS BEDs
DRAwW S LARGER ANIMALS LOOKING FOR A GOOD MEAL; THIS INCLVDES
. MANATEES, MARINE TURTLES AND LARGER FIsH sSUuCH As SPOTTED sSEA
. TROUT, STINGRAYS, SHEEPSHEAD, REDFISH, SNAPPER AND sSNOOK.

. ADuLT SNOOK IN SEAG-RASS BEDS ARE TYPICALLY FEEDING ON THE ABUNDANT BAY
ANCHOVIES, PINFIsSH AND SHRIMP. IT Is NOT ONLY THE ADULT SNOOK THAT USE

. THE SEAGRAsSsS BEDSs; DURING THEIR FIRST YEAR TJWENILE SNOOK USE THESE BEDs
. As A NURSERY WHERE THE DENSE GRASsS BLADEsS PROVIDE HIDING PLACES AND

. FOOD |Is ABUNDANT.

' SEAGRASSES ARE RELATIVELY SLOwW GROWING LEAVING THEM HIGHLY VULNERABLE
. To DISTVURBANCE.

WHAT ARE SOME OF THE THREATS TO SEAGRASSES?

*  SUNLIGHT BEING BLOCKED BY ALGAE BLOOMS, OlL SPILLS AND SEDIMENT IN THE
WATER.

« SCARRING EROM BOAT PROPELLERS, ANCHORS AND BOAT GROUNDINGS.

. SINCE SEAGRASSES ARE NOT EASILY
RESTORED, IT Is VERY IMPORTANT TO
PRESERVE AND PROTECT THEM IN THEIR
NATURAL STATE.

WHAT CAN wE Do To PROTECT
. SEAGRASSES?

o LIMIT FERTILIZER USE NEAR THE
WATER.

«  PLANT NATIVE VEGETATION ALONG
THE SHORELINE, SEAGRASS BED AT Low TIDE

PRACTICE SAFE AND CLEAN BOATING-.

UsE cHARTs To AVOID RUNNING

b A
AGROUND OR SCARRING SEAG-RASSES.
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