THE GREAT HORNED OwlL, ALsO KNOwWN
As THE TIcER OwL, Is THE MOST wiDELY

DISTRIBUTED SPECIES OF owL IN NorTH AND
SoutH AMERICA. THESE "TIGERS OF THE AR
FREELY HUNT ANY ANIMAL IT CAN OVERPOWER
BUT PRIMARILY TARG-ETS SMALL GAME LIKE

RABBITS, MICE, AND VOLES.

G REAT HORNED OwLs HAVE VERY POWERFUL
. TALONS WHICH CAN APPLY VP To 300 LBs/
IN? OF PRESSURE, wHICH IS MUCH GREATER
THAN THE HUMAN HAND Is CAPABLE OF

EXERTING-. THESE BIRDs MAY BE FOUND IN
SWAMPS, CONIFEROUVS FORESTS,
AND EVEN DESERTS.

WILD RABBITS

JWENILE

PoINT OF LINTEREST




MANGROVE SwAMPs ARE
DENSE FORESTS OCCURRING
ALONG FLAT, LOw wWAVE
ENERGY ESTVARINE
SHORELINES, AND ARE AMONG
THE MOST PRODUCTIVE
FORESTsS IN THE wWORLD.
RED, BLACK, AND wWHITE
MANG-ROVES ARE THE
DOMINANT PLANTS FOUND

IN THESE COMMUNITIES, THE
ROOT STRUCTURES FROM
THESE MANGROVES PRoOVIDE
SHELTER FOR NUMEROUS
MARINE ORGANISMsS, AND

RooT STRUCTURE

MANG-ROVE SwAMP

ALSO FILTER NITRATES AND PHOSPHATES IN THE WATER.

LEAVES FROM THESE MANGROVES PRODUCE As
MUCH As 80 PERCENT OF THE ORGANIC MATTER
FOUND IN THE AQUATIC FOOD wEB. MANG-ROVE
SWAMPS ALSO HELP STABILIZE LAND IN COASTAL
ENVIRONMENTS. THIS ESTUARINE SYSTEM SERVES
As A NURSERY TO MANY THREATENED AND
ENDANGERED SPECIES, sucH As THE GOLIATH
GROUPER AND SMALL TOOTHED SAwWFISH.




CoonTIE Is IN THE FAMILY oF CYCADACEAE, wHICH HAS FOSSIL
RECORDs DATING BACK 280 MILLION YEARS. THE WHOLE PLANT
CONTAINS A TOXIN, CYCASIN, WHICH CAN CAVSE LIVER FAILURE
AND EVEN DEATH. THE SEEDs - — e
CONTAIN GLYCOSIDES, wHICH . 5 R T R R
IF CONSUMED cAN INDUCE b ¢ 1)

VOMITING; HEADACHES, AND
DIARRHEA. HOWEVER, INDIGENOUS
TRIBES FOUND A wAY TO SAFELY
EXTRACT STARCHES IN THE
ROOTS TO MAKE BREAD.

ZAMIA INTESRIFOLIA — COONTIE

THIs PLANT Is DIOECIovs, wHICH MEANS THERE ARE
BOTH MALE AND FEMALE VERSIONS OF THIS PLANT.
MALE PLANTS HAVE CONEsS THAT ARE CYLINDRICAL
Z2-6INCHES LONG (OFTEN CLUSTERED), wHEREAS
FEMALE PLANTS HAVE CONES THAT ARE ELONG-ATE-
ovVoID IN SHAPE BETWEEN 2-7.5 INCHES LONG.

FEMALE PLANT CONE
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ALso KnownN As DeEVIL's TONGUE, THIS THORNY
CACTUS GROWS IN SUNNY; WELL-DRAINED soOILs
THROVG-HOUT FLORIDA. IT cAN 6Row To vP TO
Z2FT TALL, AND DURING THE SPRING AND SUMMER
MONTHS T PRODUCES A LARGE YELLOw :
FLOWER. THIS SPECIEsS PRODUCES A
REDDISH COLORED FRUIT, wHICH CAN BE |
EATEN ONCE THE SPINEsS HAVE BEEN
REMOVED. THE PADs ARE ALsO EDIBLE
AND THE FLAVOR HAs BEEN COMPARED
TO THAT OF A HONEYDEw MELON, Fl&,
CITRUS, OR BANANA.

OPUNTIA = PRICKLY PEAR

FUZZY WHITE FUNGUS—LIKE PATCHES CAN
OFTEN BE SEEN GROWING ON THE PADs.
THESE ARE NOT FUNGI, BUT ACTVALLY A
SPECIES OF INSECT. WHEN CRUSHED THE
INSECT RELEASEsS A RED FLUID, wHICH
CAN BE USE To MAKE RED DyE.




